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--For a distainee of M milas extending
from the Sea of Asov to-the Caspian sea.
-Ae Oaucasus woun ,..resent an almost
imipassable barrier between Europe and
Asia. In the range there are as many as
six peaks which are higher than Mt. Blanc,
Elbrus being 18,526 feet; while fQr 130 Miles.
in the central part there I&- no pass less
than 10,000 -Net high. Indeed..so continu-
ous and rugged is the chain that until re-

cently it has been well-nigh impossible to,
cross It anywhere except along ,the shore-
of the Caspian sea. Yet the entire width
of the chain averages less than 100 pailes.'
From'the earliest times, however, what is
now known as the Dariel Pass. bt Which
was caired by Pliny the Caueasian Gates,
has been occasionally used. Thik-s'ms
th'e range near its central portIonspetieen
Tills the south and Vladikaykke an the
north. Upon the final conquest of the coun-
try by the Russians. ,forty. years ago, they
built a splendid military road over this
liks, so that now one Is able to enjoy the.
unrivaled scenery with no hazard- and with
the least possible amount. of fatigue. A
brief account of our trip across the pass
will furnish the best idea one can give of
the conditiotn of the country and of the
exsplanation it affords of the history Of -the
people.
We were in TUnIS Atn the morning of the

5th of November. It was later in the sea-
son~ than we had hoped to. make the pass-
age, but we had to take. the risks of the
weather, which, though cloudy, was not
particularly threatening. In order to con-
trol our movements to better advantag,
we did not take thp ordinary diligence, but
engaged a phaeton, which would easily ac-
commodate twopersons and a small amount
of baggage. This was to be drawn by four
horses, which, with their drivers, were

changed about every twelve miles. An.im-
posing, well-armed Circassian, however,
was to accompany. us the entire distance
(112 miles) as conductor. For this outfit
$epaid 324.
The toll and tips along the Way. however,

brought the entire expense up to 30.
For the first twelve miles we followed up
the Kura river, parallel to the railway,
where are still some ruins of the ancient
capital of Georgia, to Mshlt. Here we

left the main valley and turned up the
Aragwa, having attained a level of 1,500
feet above the sea, but only 200 feet above
Tiflis. The ten miles to the next small
station carried us up -to 2,000 feet. The
third ten miles, however, brought us to an

elevation of nearly 3,000 feet, and to Dus-
het, a flourishing town of 3,500 inhabitants.
Here, too, was a ruined, castle of an an-

cient Georgian prince. So far the scenery
had not been remarkable, but we had en-

countered, near Dushet, our first evidence
of glacial action. This was a beautiful
circular lake, about a mile in diameter,
surrounded by a wide gravel plain of glacial
-origin. In short, it was what we call in
America a kettle hole. A glacier had evi-
dently come down to this point from the
central elevations of the range, many miles
to the northwest. But it is evident that
there was in former times, as now, no

general extension of glaciers over the
region, for we saw no more evidences what-
ever of glacial action during our entire
trip.
In crossing the moraine, we had left the

imnmediate valley of the Aragwa, but in the
next twelve miles returned to it at a some-
what lower level at the interesting little vil-
lage of Ananur, where the ruins of two an-
cient forts reminded us of the military as-

pect of the whole country which had char-
acterized it for thousands of years. The
next two stages took us up a gorge of
rapidly increasing depth to Mletz, whose
elevation is 4,800 feet. But on either side
of us were many snow-clad peaks rising
from 5,000 to 6,000 feet higher, and the
flanks of these mountains up to 6,000 feet
above the sea were dotted with hamlets
and ruined, fortresses, while for 1,000 feet
higher the fields had been cultivated, and
the- stacks of grain and hay were thick
upon them, awaiting the process of being
slid down the steep slopes to the dwellings
and thresing floors below. As there had
been'a slight fall of snow, the Inhabitants
were busy there .gathering in their crops.
but so far off were they that they looked
like diminutive ants on gigantic ant hills.
The sun had already gone down, and we

put up with several other parties at the
spacious station house, ready to start early
in the morning. We had now come con-
siderably more than half the entire dis-
tance, but had by no. means completed the
ascent. The clouds, which had partly cov-
ered the mountain tops,by lending mystery,
had enhanced rather than dulled the beauty
of the scene. The morning dawned beauti-
fully, and at 7 o'clock we set out upon the
most rapid portion of the ascent. In the'
next ten miles we ascended 2,600 feet, but
by such a zigzag line that we were scarcely
two miles in a straight line from our start-
ing place. We were now above the clouds,
and saw their upper surface lighted by the
bright rays of the morning sun. We were
also on an e~stensive and comparatively
level area-.produced by a broad flow of ba-
salt which, In former geological ages, had
poured out from some neighboring vent and
leveled up the Irregularities already exist-
ing. There, also, at an absolute elevation
of 7,000 feet, were flourishing villages and
hamlets of low stone houses, covered with
fiat sod roofs, on which were crowded stacks
of hay. and grain. Everything was In slick,
trim order, ready for the severe winter
weather which .was soon to burst upon
them.
The second run this morning carried us

over the summit, 7,940 feet above the sea,
and down a few hundred feet to the pic-
turesque village of Kob. t the summit,
the cragy peaks of Kestovoya Gora
(mountain of the Cross) tower immediately
above us 2,000 feet, while a little farther
along Mt. Kasbek appears behind them, a
few miles'- away, rising up 8.600 feet (800
feet higher than Mt. -Blanc) still above us.
The descent of the next 2,000 feet to the
village of Kasbek was exciting beyond de-
scription. We did not need to crane our
necks to see the scenery, for we repeatedly
faced every point of the compass in our
spirnal course. The village, which began as
a speck far below our feet, gradually en-
layed with every turn; the mountain
peaks grew higher and higher, and the
hamlets on thseir sides more and more airy
in their aspects; while occgsional glimpses
of .the glaciers near tlie summit of Mt.
Kasbek flasheil out upon us as we whirled
around the corners of our sigzag track.
Sixteen hundred feet still further down ste

reach, by a road cut most of the way in the
face of the precipIce, the celebrated Pass of
Dariel, where the mountains rise ou each
side 3,000 feet as nearly perpendicular as
rocks can .stand, and the river dashes
thrdlugh a gorge so narrow that in ancient
times It is said to have been closed by a
gate. The ruins of a castle which tormerly
defended it still frown down upore the throng
of trains which now pass through it; while
a new castle, marking the Russian era, is
more useful as a summer resort than as a
present defense. A few more .turns and the
gorge opens, so that we look out on the
broad plains of Russia, with nothing but the
rotundity of the earth and .tne density ef the
atmosphere t'o prevent our seeing the north
pole, so abruptly do the Caucasus moun-
taian rise out of the level country to the
north.
But It has not been the scenery or the

geology only whiehb has occupied our
thoughts. The pas has led us along the
dividing line between some of the most
thrilling scenes of noere history. Follow-
ing along the flank of ti-e mnountain chm~an to
the east of us. for 20b miles is the horne of
the Leagsians. whom the famous Shamyi
aroused in opposition to the Russins. con-
ducting a mast remarkable defense upward
of twenty .years. It was .'u of 'the most
wonderful feats in all h'story ~that 20,000
or 300,600 mountaineers, with their limited
respuroes, should thus bold at bey the
snightiest military gowrer of the worMd. Det
in erossis the moustaim ehatai. and settagtea' ta-bs tiaverued 1iga areatrier
army, ndthe WSealpitous "wali to be
stoaev, sabe sLvet at the noae.
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nother Hosiery Sensation.
You remember about io day s ago we aanounced that we

bought the-sample line of a German hosiery maomfacturer. We
cleared these out Cbmpletely in two days, so ever since we've been
trying to duplicate the order, and only succeeded in doing so
festekday. Remember, they run in a single size. Men's 1o's. La-
dies'9's, and Children's 7's. They
come in black, tans- and fancies.
Not a pair 'worth less than 35c.
and the jority are Soc. to 75c.
values. Te'll sell thenu the same
as before. Your choke, pair....

Sensati~nal Petticoat Sale.
Toknorrow we AiU offer you the most phenomenal bargain ever

presented to the Washington 1reople in the way of a SILK PET-
TICOAT. The lot consists of 147 skirts, all made"of GOUVE-
NARD'S BEST TAFFETA SILK, in all the popular shades for
spring wear, such as French red, garnet, green, light and navy
blue, gray, etc. They are made full umbrella style, with deep dou-
ble flounce, linished with two and three ruffles, excellent width
over hips, made on a French yoke.
Lengths 42 and 43 inches. This
skirt cannot be duplicated any-
where for less than $7-5o To look 8at it will readily convince you.
Tomorrow you can buy them for.

Art Department.
Special Sale of Cushion Tops.
A large assortment of Tinted and Stamped Cushion

Covers, beautiful and artistic designs top and back. Were .

49c. Special................................
Lithographed Pillw. Tops. Were 49c. Special.... 25c.
Tapestry Pillow Tops. Were 75c. Special..... 4 c.
i8-inch Centerpieces, stamped on best linen. Were

25C. Special........................................
22-inch Stamped Centerpieces, best linen, new de-

signs. Were 49c. Special............................

The Advance Styles In Boys'
Spring Clothing have arrived and are now on exhibition. We
have selected several numbers for special offering for Saturday
only.

Gray Checked Cassimere and Navy Blue Cheviot Suits, all
nicely trimmed, vestie style (3 pieces), sizes 3 to 9 years.
$1.75 and $2.oo values. Special..................... .

Navy Blue Cheviot Double-breasted Suits, the
new cut, well made, sizes

6

to 16 years. $1.75 value. $ .25
Special ...........................................

Blouse Suits, in slate, checked designs, indigo blue front,
white corded trimmings, sizes 3 to 8 years. $2.75 value.
Special...........................................

Lansburgh & Bro.,
420 to 426 7th St.
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ered from the disastrous event. Henceforth
the history of the Cauca4us will be inxrl'o-
rated with that of the etpkn4ling Russian
empire. However -much this may interfere
with the picturesqueness of tha i'rilvidarel
development of the peopt.,. tl.ara can be no
doubt that it will enhance the general wel-
fare. The grand highway over which we
rode across the rugged mountain rige is
a type of the advantage whieli in many
ways arises from the entargemuent of na-
tions as well as from that tof rp orat! ens.

REMARKABLE REVENUE.

What the Government Earms From a
Few Post Omees.

"Every year or two objection has been
heard In Congress and in the rural press
regarding the appropriations of allowances
for new buildings and increased postal
facilities in the large cities, especially in
Washington, New York and Chicago, and
one or two of the larger cities," said a rep-
resentative from New York this mo'rning.
"and while some of these objections are

sprung through jealousy others arise from
misapprehension or a lack of knowledge of
the facts.
"For future reference it will be worth

the while of some of my c6nferees and oth-
ersi Interested in the.subj4ct outslde of Con-
gres.s to bear in mind a word. or two with
referetice to the zevenues of post offices.
"The revenues of the service roust first

be considered.' New York is entitled justil
to the lloh's 9hare, because this office sup-
plies a surprising amount of the cash that
goes toward paying the bills at the end of
the fiscal year. Last year it turned in in
round numbers $10900,000, and with $6,60.-
000 for Chicago, p,400.000 from Philadel-
phia, an433.1S5,000 from Boston. these four
cities alone paid by their revenues one-
fourth of the entire cost of the postal
service of the country. St. Louis supplied
$1,924,000; Cincinnati, $1,29,000; Baltimore.
$1,160,000, and San Francisco, .000,000.
These eight cities complete the offices yield-
ing a gross revenue of $1,00,00 and over.
and contribute nearly one-third of the total
revenue of the department
"'rhe rural free delivery will have a ten-

dency to restrain representatives from rural
districts from further acrimonious attacks
on thi city deliveries and allowances. The
rural free delivery has caught on in a man-
ner which has more than fulfilled the ex-
pectations of its advocates both in aad
out of the House, and in future Congresses
postal appropriations will of necessity be
much more llberal than in the past, with
a resultant improvement to the service
and decided benefit to the public.
"But the big fellows I have. nnaed arse

like the generals of an army. It will sur-
prise you to learn that these eight cities
yield nearly twice as much revenue approx-
imately as all of the following cities coM-
blued:
"Pittsburg. Pa.; Cleveland, Ohio; B.f.alo,

N. Y.; Detroit, Mich.; Kanm ty. Me.;
Washington, D. C.; Minneapuo. Miln.: Ml.
waukee, Wi.: St. Paul, Nina-; Louisvile,
Ky.; New Oreams Ie.; inapon. Ind.;
Rochester, N. Y.; Deaver. Cel; Newark,
N. 1.; Omaha Neb; Providence, R. .; Co-
lumbus., Obie: 9eo, Ohio: at. q GO.;
syracuse, N. Y.; Albany, N. Y.;
Hartford, Co.; New Haven, Coma.;
Jersey City. N. J,; Vlebmemi Ya.;
Los Angeles CaL; Dayton, Ob;
Grand E ap . . ich ; Weeester.
Ma.; Memphi.1eamu; Nash e 21naa.;
Portland, O. Alleghe. Pa.; Serentes.
Pa.;-.8eattle, Wash.; 8L Joseph, N&. ad
Lowel,. MA.
"These revenues ramm 'em. 85 ..6am

e6 lekm Pittsburw ia Cleveland, re-
ipesetiver 4S-3_*no frees Low .10
sw.. . Wai.t... et Post e=
tat,-as ep-..neft, nardly fitr
to M OfW- a r1al*1sta"s

10 thoesqelt ssa4-0m
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THE NEXT NATIONAL FREAK.
Extent to Which Rumma Credulity is

Preyed Upon.
"It is about time," said a Pinkerton de-

tective. "for the next great national freak
to put in appearance; and this reminds me
of the elastic limit of that faculty we call
human credulity.
"As the new century to doing as well as

can be expected considering its tender in-
fancy, perhaps some miracle worker will
rise up and lead the faithful out of the
darkness into the light of his own superior
wisdom and understanding. In other words,
for another fakir of national fame to gain
notoriety, and. incidentally. of course, to
him, money, by preying upon the weakness
and credulity of the natures of some peo-
p1e. the fear of death and the dread of suf-
fering from disease.
"A few months age, when a man in a

westers state announced himself as the
persollftcation of the Savior on earth thou-
sands of people were weak enough to be-
liere in him and his teachings, and be
achieved a certain kind of fame, and, no
doubt, considerable money. Many people
in different parts of the country believed
in his alleged and self-assumed divine heal-
ing powers, and thousands sent him Their
handkerchiefs to be 'touched by him and
returned for their imnqd!ate and lasting
physical and mental benefit. I regret to
say that I discovered a feminine member
of my own emily surreptitiously mailing
her handkerchief, for she, too. had been
touched in heart, touched for 10 cents, and
wanted her little lace-emnroidered piece of
linen touched M the takfr, in order, no
doubt, that she could the better touch me
for the prie of a new hat. AK women be-
lieve I* mysteries and some in spells. She
had a spell afterward. the cause of which
is no mystery to a married sma. It was
hard to disillusion her mind that all things
on earth are earthly, but I had to do it.
"So, the question Ip: Who wil be the next

monumental takir to gull the people? The
credulous are pining that his effulgent ad
vance light may be dashed upon them,
These parasites upon the body politic are
lke crustaceans upon the back of a whale.
It I, however, consoling to think that there
were always freaks and ftra& The mind
appears to run in chemans now in the
twentieth century as in the tOft Of the
xigyptian civilidtlon, 4,00 es age. Ae-
cording to authentic historical reerds fa-
kis piled their trade in these days in 0101
the same manner as the alm-ammers
tody. It is just a admeasme at degree,
character o dMeeption and 4t the peri*d.
"At any ate. the at sat mnm"O
4i1amer is bound to test im hrM be-

fore Ig. It wil be Iateresdag to ebwerve
who it will be and what he tets."

Lerneg 1MIsth " a Week.
I tooek A.-De Mehem. Pease esseueend-

eat of the Londos Times. Just a wek to
learn the BP immungae.- ad at the end
of thattime he p at with the emeg ot
a Bir 9de.
De Bse3 . Gum pr-

,er and had esmiuds i~e oe'et ear-
vice 4o the-a Ue d hs
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